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A 66-year-old woman experienced severe swallowing prob-
lems that greatly affected her daily life. Thoracic computed 
tomography revealed two masses in the esophagus, one in 
the middle (27 × 21 × 48 mm) and another in the distal esoph-
agus (22 × 22 × 30 mm), with no lymph node enlargement. 
A positron emission tomography scan showed significant 
metabolic activity in the masses, suggesting malignancy. 
Esophagoscopy and endoscopic ultrasonography revealed 
multiple submucosal lesions protruding into the esophageal 
cavity, although biopsies failed to yield a definitive diag-
nosis, leading to the need for surgical intervention (Fig. 1). 
During surgery, a right mini-thoracotomy was performed to 

remove the upper esophageal mass. Post-surgery, the patient 
recovered well, and histopathological analysis confirmed 
the diagnosis of esophageal extranodal marginal zone lym-
phoma (ENMZL) (Fig. 2). The patient was then referred to 
a hematology clinic for chemotherapy planning. The lack 
of focused research on esophageal ENMZL highlights the 
necessity for greater attention in this understudied area of 
oncology (1–3). 

Presented as a poster at the 26th Annual Turkish Thoracic Society 
Congress, Antalya, 09–13 May 2023.

 *	 Yekta Altemur Karamustafaoglu 
	 altemurk@hotmail.com

	 Nuray Can 
	 nuraycan@trakya.edu.tr

	 Fazli Yanık 
	 fazliyanik@hotmail.com

	 Yener Yoruk 
	 yyoruk@trakya.edu.tr

1	 Department of Thoracic Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, 
Trakya University, Edirne, Turkey

2	 Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine, Trakya 
University, Edirne, Turkey

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-5491-1219
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2554-6432
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8931-5329
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6309-3054
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s10620-025-09273-8&domain=pdf


4001Digestive Diseases and Sciences (2025) 70:4000–4002	

Fig. 2   A Subepithelial nodular infiltration of lymphoid cells with pale 
cytoplasm (H&EX 40). B Neoplastic cells have small-medium sized 
nuclei with irregular contours and relatively abundant pale cytoplasm 

(H&EX 200, thumbnail; H&EX400). C Immune expression of CD20 
in neoplastic lymphoid cells with pale cytoplasm (H&EX 40). D Low 
Ki-67 proliferating index in neoplastic lymphoid cells (H&EX 40)

Fig. 1   A Mediastinal mass in the middle and distal esophagus encompassing the lumen of the esophagus in thorax com-
puted tomography. B, C Esophagoscopy shows multiple endoluminal masses
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